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SUBJECT:  INCOME, Tax Credit for Helicopter Noise Canceling Technology System 

BILL NUMBER:  SB 1069, SD-1 

INTRODUCED BY:  Senate Committee on Ways & Means  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  Establishes an income tax credit of $_____ for each helicopter 
noise canceling technology system installed by the qualified taxpayer.  Sunsets 12/31/2021.  A 
direct appropriation would be preferable as it would provide some accountability for the taxpayer 
funds being utilized to support this effort.  Meaning, we as taxpayers know what we’re getting 
and we know how much we’re paying for it. 

SYNOPSIS:  Adds a new section to chapter 235, HRS, to establish the credit.  The amount of the 
credit would be $_____ per system installed. 

The credit is not refundable but may be carried forward until exhausted. 

Provides that all claims for this credit, including any amended claims, shall be filed on or before 
the end of the twelfth month following the close of the taxable year for which the credits may be 
claimed. 

Defines “helicopter noise canceling technology system" as any modification or equipment that is 
installed onto a helicopter with the effect of reducing the amount of noise emitted from the 
helicopter to a maximum sound level of ___ dBA as measured ___ feet from the helicopter. 

Defines “qualified taxpayer” as a taxpayer who installs a helicopter noise canceling technology 
system on a helicopter owned by the taxpayer and which is operated primarily within the State 
for the taxable year. 

Provides that the credit shall be available for taxable years beginning after December 31, 2018, 
and ending before January 1, 2022. 

Adds a new section to chapter 263, HRS, to make it unlawful for any person to operate a 
commercial flight of a tour helicopter within one mile of any residential neighborhood between 
the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday, or between the hours of 6:00 
p.m. and 9:00 a.m. on Sundays or holidays. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  July 1, 2050.   

STAFF COMMENTS:  The Foundation’s comments will be limited to the tax credit. 

Lawmakers need to keep in mind two things. First, the tax system is the device that raises the 
money that they, lawmakers, like to spend. Using the tax system to shape social policy merely 
throws the revenue raising system out of whack, making the system less than reliable as there is 
no way to determine how many taxpayers will avail themselves of the credit and in what amount. 
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The second point to remember about tax credits is that they are nothing more than the 
expenditure of public dollars, but out the back door. If, in fact, these dollars were subject to the 
appropriation process, would lawmakers be as generous about the expenditure of these funds 
when our kids are roasting in the public school classrooms, there isn’t enough money for social 
service programs, or our state hospitals are on the verge of collapse? 

If lawmakers want to subsidize the purchase of this type of equipment, then a direct 
appropriation would be more accountable and transparent.  Lawmakers also could consider 
mandating adoption of the technology. 

Furthermore, the additional credit would require changes to tax forms and instructions, 
reprogramming, staff training, and other costs that could be massive in amount.  A direct 
appropriation may be a far less costly method to accomplish the same thing. 

Digested 3/19/2019 
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Comments:  

I respectfully request that Section 2 be amended to specify: (a) allowable noise limits in 
decibels as well as (b) higher altitude requirements and (c) wider distance requirements 
than are presently in the bill. 
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Comments:  
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Comments:  

Dear Chair and Committee,  

I request that Section 2 address and eliminate commercial helicopter noise impacts on 
our communities by stipulating noise decibel limits together with higher altitude and 
wider distance requirements, and enforcement of same.   

According to the FAA Flight Standards District Office, these helicopters are flying under 
FAA air space.  Therefore they are not controlled by the FAA and are within State air 
space, and can be controlled by the State DOT Airports division.  Therefore State laws 
are necessary to protect our communities from these impacts, and SB 1069 is our 
remaining opportunity to advocate for this at the Legislative level this year. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Wong, 

Diamond Head 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura and committee members. 

I live in the Waialae-Kahala area where we are periodlcally inundated with aircraft 
noice.  The hours that helicopters may fly over residential areas should be restricted 
and I would suggest adding airplanes with propellers to the list.  I appreciate that tour 
helicopters, as part of the tourist industry, are entitled to make money BUT the rights of 
residents to peace and quiet must be considered.  Once more than 10 helicopters 
flew over my townhouse within a half hour.  Sometimes, helicopters fly very close 
overhead after 9:00 p.m., when I presume there are no "tours." 

Please restrict the hours that non-emergency aircraft my fly over residential areas. 

Mahalo! 

Barbara J. Service MSW (ret) 

Senate District 9 

House District 19 
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Comments:  

We are desperate for relief from the excessive noise.  Please do something! 
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Comments:  

I live up on Waialae Nui Ridge at 1717 Uhi PL 96821. According to this site, my current 
elevation is 423 ft / 129 m. When the military helicopters are flying over my house my 
windows rattle, I can't talk on the phone and this sometimes happens at 10:30 at night. 
During the day these are Blackhawks and usually several hundred feet overhead, but 
on more than one occasion they have flown such that I can see right through the side 
doors of the aircraft. When they Ospreys are flying over and not in full horizontal flight 
configuration the noise is even louder. It is more the low thumping of the blades that I 
hear than the turbo fans. 
 
I've had commercial helicopters over my house with a gimbal mounted camera shooting 
footage of our hill and again causing a racket and also invading my privacy not knowing 
what they are taking pictures of. 
 
I've called the FAA. Kaneohe Marine Corp. The Army but all claim that they were flying 
within the parameters of the law. This problem has gotten worse over the 10 years that 
I've lived here and I see no end in site or ways as a citizen to bring this to the right 
people in government or the military.  
 
1. Have them fly over the water = Kahala and not over residential areas. 
2. Seems a crash would be disastrous over the city than having a single aircraft ditch in 
the ocean 
3. This affects the value of my property and simply the peace and quiet I originally 
bought my house for.  

Thanks, 

Mark Enomoto 
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https://hawaiihelicopterassociation.org/
http://www.magnumhelicopters.com/
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Alan Hong, (808) 729-7929 
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From: RT Distributors <rtubbs@hawaii.rr.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 21, 2019 4:40 PM
To: JUDtestimony
Subject: Please vote YES on SB 1069

    L ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ ²ŀƛƳŀƴŀƭƻ ŦŀǊƳκǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ мκн 
ƳƛΦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƻƻƭŀǳΦ  Lƴ WŀƴΦ нлмфΣ ƻƴ ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ L ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ пп ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊǎΣ ƧŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴŜǎΣ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ 
ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ уΥллŀƳ ǘƻ сΥол ǇƳΦΗ  ²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƧŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳŀƴŜǳǾŜǊǎ ŀǘ 
.Ŝƭƭƻǿǎ όǳƴǘƛƭ фΥолǇƳύΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻƴ 
ǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƻǳŘƭȅ Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ŀƴ ǳǇπŎƭƻǎŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƻƻƭŀǳΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǳŘΦ   L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ 
ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎΦ  LϥǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ му ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻΦ   
              aȅ ǇƻƻǊ DŜǊƳŀƴ {ƘŜǇŀǊŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎǘΦ  !ǎ ŀ ǇǳǊŜ ōǊŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊƪǎ ŀǘ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǘƻǳǊ ƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊΣ ǇƭŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƧŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀȊƛŜǊ ǎƘŜ  ƎŜǘǎΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǇ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƘƛƴŘ ŦŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƻƴǘ Ǉŀǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŀƛ ǊŀƛƭƛƴƎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧƭȅ ŀǎ ƭƻǿ ŀ 
ƘŀƭŦ ƳƛƭŜ ǳǇΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ Ϧ{¢ht L¢ΗΗΗϦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǎƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ōŀǊƪǎ ǾŜǊȅ 
ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ōǳǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǾƻƭǘŀƎŜΣ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƘŜǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀŘ ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΦ  Lǘϥǎ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ L ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ IŀǿŀƛƛΣ Ƴȅ ōƛǊǘƘǇƭŀŎŜΦ   
       tƭŜŀǎŜ ǾƻǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜΦ  L ŀƳ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 
ǎŀƴƛǘȅΦ 
{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ 
aŀǊȅ ¢ǳōōǎΣ aΦ9ŘΦ 
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